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Republic of Kenya

PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL OF MEMBER(S) OF A POLITICAL PARTY (LEGAL POSITION)

A. Resignation of members of Political Parties

Resignation of members is governed by section 14 of the Political Parties Act 2011:

(1) A member of a political party who intends to resign from the political party shall give
a written notice prior to his resignation to—
(a) the political party;
(b) the Clerk of the relevant House of Parliament, if the member is a member of
Parliament; or
(c) the clerk of a county assembly, if the member is a member of a county
assembly.

(2) The resignation of the member of the political party shall take effect upon receipt of
such notice by the political party or clerk of the relevant House or county assembly.

(2) The political party of which the person is a member, the member, or the clerk of the
relevant House of Parliament or of a county assembly of which the person is a
member shall notify the Registrar of such resignation within seven days of the
resignation.

(3A) upon receiving the notification under subsection (3), the Registrar shall cause the
name of such member to be removed from the membership list of that political
party.

Procedure for Resignation of a member of a Political Party
(a) The member who wishes to resign writes a resignation letter to the party or to the Clerk of

the relevant House or County Assembly.
(b) The political party or the clerk of the relevant House or County Assembly shall notify the

Registrar of the resignation within 7 days.
(c) The political party which the member has joined will then forward to the Registrar the

membership data through the membership verification software.
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It is important to note that in the case of a merger and the resignation of elected members, this
procedure should be undertaken within 30 days of the registration of the merged party.

B. Deeming of Resignation of a member of a Political Party

Section 14 of the Act states that -

“(5) A person who, while being a member of a political party –

(a) Forms another political party;
(b) Joins in the formation of another political party;
(c) Joins another political party;
(d) In any way or manner, publicly advocates for the formation of another political

party; or
(e) Promotes the ideology, interests or policies of another political party;

Shall, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) or the provisions of any other
written law, be deemed to have resigned from the previous political party.

(5A) A political party whose member is deemed to have resigned under subsection (5),
shall in accordance with procedure set out in the constitution of that political party,
notify the Registrar of such decision within seven days.”

Procedure of deeming a member of a Political Party

A member of a political party may be deemed to have resigned upon -

(a) a resolution of the  national executive committee of the political party constituted to
determine the membership of the person based on a pre-determined criteria  contained in
its constitution or rules and procedure for deeming a member to have resigned;

(b) a declaration by the Registrar, based on a reasonably justifiable complaint from any
person to the Registrar; or

(c) an order of a court or tribunal to that effect.

1. Whenever the Registrar receives a complaint from any person requesting that a member of a
political party be deemed to have resigned, the Registrar shall assess whether the complaint is
justified or not.



3

2. If the Registrar is satisfied that the conduct of the person against whom the complaint was
made does not present sufficient grounds for the person to be deemed to have resigned, the
Registrar shall dismiss the complaint and inform the complainant of the decision.

3. Where the Registrar is of the opinion that there is a reasonably justifiable cause, the Registrar
shall notify the person so complained of and the political party and require it to, within
sevendays of the notification, constitute a national executive committee to consider whether or
not the member can be deemed to have resigned, and to notify the Registrar accordingly.

4. Where the Registrar is satisfied that the complaint has been duly addressed by the political
party under sub paragraph (3), the Registrar shall uphold the decision of the political party.

5. Where a person is declared to have resigned from a political party, including by order of a court
or tribunal, the Registrar shall within seven days of the declaration remove the name of the
member from the membership register of the political party.


